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CHAPTER XXXI.
The appointment as Envoy to Russia of John Randolph, of Virginia, or, as he described himself "of Roanoke"—became too conspicuous a feature of the early years of the Jackson Administration to foe passed by without notice. Early in the autumn of 1829 the President and myself rode out to Arlington to pay a visit to Mr. and Mrs. Custis and the conversation whilst we were there, turned to the subject of Mr. Randolph, whose name had been casually introduced. As we were returning I told my companion that I had a suggestion to make to him which would surprise him and that his astonishment would probably be much increased when I assured him in advance that the step I was about to propose was one which I would neither take myself if I were in his place nor recommend to any other President, but which I thought he might take altho' not without hazard. To his puzzled look and demand for information I replied—" It is to give John Randolph., of whom we have just been talking, a foreign mission! " He acknowledged his astonishment but expressed a willingness to hear my reasons for the suggestion. These I here repeat briefly: they referred to the high estimation in which Mr. Randolph was hold by the masses of the old republicans of Virginia, to his identification with that party from its commencement and his abiding attachment to it growing out of his active participation in its early contests, to the imposing manner in which he had discharged his duties as Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means during Mr. Jefferson's first term, and finally to his quarrels with Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and Adams which would if he died without some further opportunity to exert beneficially the remarkable capacities, intelligence, sagacity and knowledge of men which he possessed leave the world in the opinion that he had :been an impracticable and unprofitable man. I thought that if he were to serve under a President with whom he would be very unlikely to quarrel he might render useful services and be enabled to avert from his memory the reproach which would otherwise settle upon it. An object so humane and so praiseworthy might, I thought, be appropriately 418<le*l as furnishing a iiec<»ss.5ty for .-'pea! I tiid not' nt the time understand the explanation as </i\ in<j; the due, to his siteuco. (»o\<«rnor 'l*roup \\:\ a. I'omarkable man iMit*nf»<i u-i'll in-vfrncto»L radical State riirhi politician -inlloi»n, s\a   in ,n* i«« ,    i
